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Parker: Spike in gas prices spells end for restaurant

January 4, 2006

Say civo to Mao.

The higperdhan-hip Mao Asian
Bistro and Sushi Lounge, 201
Columbine S1.. shul down New
Year's Day. Mao, which opened
in Decomber 2003, had bean
losing diners and money, said
owner Jim Sulivan.

Penny Parkor
email | bio

*Ever snce the spike in gas prices, our numbers
didnl ever rebound very well," Sulivan said. *I
decided in Seplember | was going lo give 4 unii the
ond of the year lo see § we could tum # around.”

Sulivan estmaled that the restaurant did $3 milan
in business the first year, bul had sipped to $1.8
millon in 2005. Nol counting the price of the land,
Sulvan had nvesled 55 milkon in the bulding,
fumniture and fodures.

Sulivan, a welkinown Denver deveioper, s a
velaran in Denver's reslaurant scene as a padaerin
the old Jimmy's in Glondake, the Raltiesnake Grill in
the Chermy Croek mal, and his new salaras
Emagene Cale [nex lo Mac) and nine75 al 975
Lingoln,

While Mao opened with a big bang (ncluding the
controversial namo, atler the Chinese diclalar, and
the nude videos thal ran Thursday through
Salurday nights unti they were yanked), the
restaurant couldn find its fine dining legs.

“Parl of the frustration is thal while Denver cotainly
appreciates fine dining restaurants, they're nol
places where poople profer 1o cal every nighl,®
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Mao's financal parinership between Litle Olle's
owner Charke Huang and Sulivan also ended al
midnight New Year's Eve.

TEAM FAN SHOP

PROFOOTBALL BICKEM

PLAY & WIN!

next manth Sulivan wil open Ocoan in
the same space, a more moderalely priced seafood
and sleak restauranl

All images of Mao and the red and black inleror will
be replaced with blue-lone ocean colors. Lunch wil
be added lo the monu in April or May. (Any
oulstanding gift cerficales for Mao will be honored
n full at nne75 or Ocean.)

*Every seafood restaurant in Danver is packed,”
Sulivan sad. "Look at Jax, McCormick’s, even
Landry's, which s awlul®

Sulivan vows to feopen Mas in ancther lacation -
maosl ikely nol in Colorado - somelime in the fulure,

“liove Mago." he said.
*I'm going lo miss L.

HEADING WEST: Donver chef lan Kionman lefl
Mao beforo the dooms ciosed. accepling a hoad
chef positon al a new Beverly Hills restaurant,
Sulivan said.

Before landing al the Sullvan Restaurant Group,
Kiginman was the chef al Indigo, which turned inlo
Go Fah Grile. He also served two siinis al Hillap
Cale, which ciosed and reopened as Hillap Bislro
n Golden.

“lan Kleinman is a first-class chef and hed be sonly
missed,” said Sullvan, who had haped lo help
Kleinman open his own place this year,

“When he reaizes Boverly Hils san't the best place
fo raise o family and ive, we hope lo see him back.*
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was Eva Longoria whon the Dy
star slepped nlo his Chory Creak Norh spa on
New Years Eve.

In town with her beau, Tony Parker of the San
Anlanio Spurs, sho shapped bul didnl dop al
Neman Marcus in the Cherry Creok mall and al
stores in Cherry Crook Nordh,

“One of my aestheticans know who she was,” said
Parris, one of the Unwversty of Denver's men's
baskelball leam physicans.

| know spors pretly wel, 5o we ware laking aboul
the Spurs-Nuggets game thal night.*

Her assossmonl of the Nuggels chances lo win thal
night?

*You guys canl finish games anyway.” she lold
Paris. "We gol a Hile chuciie oul of thal," he sad,

She wasnl wong: The Spurs beal the Nuggels 98-
8a.

THE SEEN: Nuggetls siar Carmala Anthony and his
pal posse crusng hrough Chery Creek mallon
New Year's Day.

EAVESDROPPING on a woman at DSW Shoe
Warehouse in Beimar: “These are uncomiofable
enough; they have to be formal®

Penny Parker's column appears Tuesday through
Saturday. Listen fo heron the Caplis and Séeman
rado show betwoen 4 and 5 p.m. Fndays on
KHOW-AM (630). Call hor af 303-892-5224 or o-mai
pankep@RockylMountainNows.com

About Penny Parker

Afler sx yoars as a business writer al The
Denvor Post, Parker opled lo cross Colfax
and jin the Rocky Mounfain News as the On
the Tewn columnist. Parker's background
includes soven yoars as a feature wrler at
The (Evoroti) Horakd, a Washingfon Posi-
owned newspaper in Washinglon stale, and a
shord stinl as managng ediler for two weekies
near Belevue, Wa. As a fealure wrier, she
won numerous awards, as well as a Sociely of
Business Ediors and Wrilers award for
business wrilng. Parker is & CaMomia native
and graduate of San Francaco Slale
Universdy,
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